DISCUSSION 


Introduction 

I There has l«n ouch Soviet fall about the 
ififfwusl iliintrr uf nuclear wjr Thit theme hw* 
.ippeerrd tn public pronouncement* kv Soviet politic J 
jf».l military leader*. in itatementc by high Uficub 
targeted jt both ilomniic jimI foreign luJimcn. in 
internal communication*. and in utliec channel* Soviet 
authorise* have declared that WVhington i» preparing 
(or war. and have ttsurd dire warning* that the ISSK 
will not give in to nuclear blackmail or other military 
preuure The articulation of lhi« theme ha» paralleled 
the Soviet campaign to derail IS INF deplo>ment It 
continue* to thit .lay. although at a vcmewhat lower 
mter.ntv In reernt month* than in late 19W 

2 Since Novcmlter I0M there hav Ken a Incli level 
of Soviet military activity, with new dcp!o>mert» of 
weaponv ami vtrike force*. large h ale military ever- 
cive*. and teveral *gher noteworthy event* 

ISF rftporu*: Start of (oiuliiMtion .T additional 
SS-20 haie* following Amlropuv’v annoumvrnent 
on 21 November I9S3 of termination of the 20 
month moratorium .>« SS-20 depiov merit* 
vite N \TO. initiation in late December of patr<4» 
by K-ll nuc!cjr-i*»werrd crulve miwile vubma- 
rino off the t’S ix^il. firvt ever forward deploy* 
rnent in mid January 19M of long-range miuite* 
camimt D<la>* SSliN*. and the vtait of 
deplo> merit aim in mid-January of *>25 Irn range 
SS 12/22 imwiln in Ka*l Germany uxl CrnSo 
dovakia. and continued propagatMia and active 
measure* igairot INK deplo* merit 

Heijwnic :o SATO e»erciw. .Assumption by 
Viuri air unit* in Germany and I’-Vand from 
November of high alert statu* with 

readying of nuclear unke force* a* NATO n»o 
ducted "Able Archer-W." a n«klcar re!ej*e 
f»i*nd pet roiuw 

— Setter rirfdiri: l.aige-wa!** evncivr activity 
durirg spring I0S1 which lu» *tfo%wd integrated 
strategic vtrue operations. featuring tl.e multiple 
launches of SS-20* ar.d SLUM*. >urvl\ability 
training including the dispersal of 
operational Northern Hert SSHN* suppirtrd bv 


a large number of sins'*, and the use of wrviva^le 
command, control, ami osoimurm aliens plat¬ 
form*. povsjblv in a tranvittack wenarln 

— Berlin dir corrn/oe« Periodic Soviet m;puut:0O 
(•winning 20 Fef)ruar> 19SI of minimum flight 
altitude* for tile entire length of one <»r more of 
the Berlin air corridor*—a unilateral change in 
the rule* governing air acrev* to IW-rbn 

— Afehamitcn. Deployment in mid-.\pri!of sever¬ 
al airborne unit* to Afghanistan, launching ol a 
major vpnrg offensive into :he Parmher Valley, 
and Initiation on 21 April for the first time of 
bigb intemitv lomhtrsg of Mglurmlan by over 
105 TU*16 and SL’*2f homier* luvsl in the 
USSR. 

— Fait .bu; Deployrnent in imd-VovemKr I0\1 
of naval TU-16strike aircraft to Vietnam for the 
first time. pmiii.>ning of both £>*iet operational 
aircraft carrier* for the first time timulUncuuslv 
in .V«an waters in March l'JSf. and the first jwr* 

Vis let/Vietnamese amphibiom assault exerclw* 

on lie txvasl of Vietnam in April 

— (.dnWvun: A small combined Soviet,Culun ru 
vat etevcite in lie Gulf of Meuco. with the first- 
ever viut of a Soviet helicopter carrier in April/ 
May. and Soviet O.lun antisub-narine drilb 

— Tr/top rottitUm Initiation of the airlift 

Soviet tr*>»p r*gat»on In Kavtern F'i*<>|e ID daw 
later in April than this ha* occurred (of the jug 
five *ear* 

Thl* F.sfirnafe espkerv whether the Soviet talk ab»-ut 
the increavng likcilKxd .4 nuclear war and the Soviet 
military activitie* lutesi above constitute a 'cittern id 
Ivha.iof intended either to alarm of irtimi.fatr the 
United State* amf itt allie* >n to achieve other goal* 


Po*vb!o Exploration* 

J. Specifically. in rcainimng the fact* we address 
five e»planaton hvr*> , b.**ev 

a B*ah the Soviet talk aK»*»l war ami the military 
act IS it rs have hrn roircMult urchevtratcd 
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Introduction 

There has been nuch Soviet talk about the increased danger of 
nuclear war. This then© has appeared in public pronouncestnto by 
ouviec political ana ailitary leaders, in statenents by high 
officials targeted at both doaestlc and foreign audiences, In 
internal coaaunicatlons, and in other channels. Soviet 
authorities have declared that Washington is preparing for war, 
and have issued dire warnings that the USSR will not give in to 
nuclear blackball or other ailitary pressure. ?bo articulation 
of this theae has paralleled the Soviet caopaign to derail NATO 
INP deployment. It continues to this day, although at a soaewhat 
lower intensity in recent conths than in late 1983. (S) 

Since Hoveaber 1983 there has boon a high level of Soviet 
ailitary activity, with now deployaonts of weapons and strike 
forces, largo-scale ailitary exercises, and several other 
noteworthy events. 


IKP response: Start of construction of additional SS-20 
bases following Andropov's announceaent on 24 Noveabsr 
1983 of teraination of the 20-aonth aoratoriua on SS-20 
deployaento opposite NATO; initiation | |of 

patrols by B-II n uclear-power ed crulso SUBSm iUs 

off the US coast i_|_^_ I fo rward deploynent I T 
I l ot long-range Blosile-carrving D-ciass 

SSBNo; and the atart of SS-12/22 alsslles in Bast Geraany 
and Czechoslovakia, and continued propaganda and active 
ceasures against IKP deployaent. 
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Soviet exer cises: Large-scale exercise activity durin* 
spring 1984 1 “ 1 
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Berlin air corridors: Periodic Soviet iaposltion 
beginning 20 Pebruary 1984 of alnlaun flight altitudes for 
the entire length of one or aore of the Berlin air 
corridors—a unilateral change in the rules governing an 
access to Berlin. 

Afghanistan: Deployaent in nld-Aprll of several airborne 
units to Afghanistan, launching of a aajor spring 
offensive into the Panjsher Valley, and Initiation on 21 
April for the first tine of high intensity boabing of 
Afghanistan by over 105 TU-16 and SU-24 bonders based in 
the USSR. 

East Asia: Deployaent in aid-Koveaber 1983 of naval TU-16 
strike aircraft to Vletnaa for the £<rst tinei positioning 
of both Soviet operational aircraft carriers for the first 
tine siaultaneously in Asian waters in .March 1984j and the 
first Joint Soviet/Vletnanese anphlbious assault exercises 
on the coast of Vietnaa in April. 
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